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National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children - Raising Awareness about Drug Endangered 

Children 

One of the key components of the drug endangered children mission is a clear understanding of the risks 

that children face when their caregivers are engaged in drug activity or substance abuse.  This knowledge 
highlights the need for collaborative efforts to help these children and their families and motivates 

practitioners to look at how they can do their jobs differently to increase the chances of better outcomes 

for drug endangered children, families and the communities they serve. Enhancing awareness about drug 

endangered children is an ongoing part of the DEC mission and it provides the foundation for taking 
action to implement and sustain the collaborative DEC Approach. The National Alliance for Drug 

Endangered Children (National DEC) has created an array of trainings, publications and other resources 

to help create awareness about DEC, including an on-line version of our Core DEC Awareness Training 
that may be accessed through the links below.   The on-line version of the DEC training is divided into six 

segments for ease of viewing with a total time of about 75 minutes.   

 

Core DEC Awareness - Identifying Drug Endangered Children:  A Collaborative Approach  

  

Ignored, abused, and abandoned – these are some of the chronic conditions experienced by children raised 

in environments where there is substance abuse or illegal drug use, manufacturing, cultivation and 
distribution.   

 

Drug endangered children are part of a very large, and growing population of children whose lives have 
been seriously and negatively impacted by dangerous drugs.  Thousands of these children across our 

country go unnoticed and do not receive the necessary care and treatment to heal from these abusive 

environments.  If ignored and left unsupported these children continue to be victims caught in a cycle of 

drug abuse. The primary challenge with illegal substance abuse and drug endangered children is in 
aligning the agencies and systems responsible for preventing, intervening, and treating these issues to 

increase the chances of better outcomes. 

 
Through the National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children (National DEC), the drug endangered 

children mission focuses on the formation of multi-disciplinary partnerships that take advantage of 

existing agency personnel, resources, and responsibilities and coordinates their mutual interests and duties 
to meet the specific needs of these children.  The focus on these children’s needs extends throughout the 

entire process until the child is in a permanent, safe and positive functioning environment. The Core DEC 

Awareness training looks at overcoming the challenges in aligning the agencies and systems responsible 

for preventing, intervening, and treating these issues to change the trajectories of the lives of drug 
endangered children and break multi-generational cycles of abuse and neglect. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

1) Gain awareness about drug endangered children and the risks they face so that professions 

interacting with these victims recognize the need to facilitate multi-disciplinary, collaborative 

responses to better meet the needs of these children 
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2) Understand the many opportunities (often missed) to identify children living in dangerous drug 

environments and the benefits of intervention at the earliest possible point when endangerment is 

suspected to reduce physical and psychological harm to children; 

3) Learn what a multidisciplinary collaborative response looks like and how it incorporates the 

unique and often limited resources within a community and applies them in a manner that 

provides better care for drug endangered children. 

 

Part 1:  http://www.awsmproductions.com/Miami-Police-Training-Center/Training-Courses/Miami-Core-

DEC-Training/i-btGd6qp/A  (10:10) 

Part 2:  http://www.awsmproductions.com/Miami-Police-Training-Center/Training-Courses/Miami-Core-

DEC-Training/i-wJhCxtf/A  (14:23) 

Part 3:  http://www.awsmproductions.com/Miami-Police-Training-Center/Training-Courses/Miami-Core-

DEC-Training/i-6FNBFjd/A   (15:58) 

Part 4:  http://www.awsmproductions.com/Miami-Police-Training-Center/Training-Courses/Miami-Core-

DEC-Training/i-6VsB3xk/A   (14:47) 

Part 5:  http://www.awsmproductions.com/Miami-Police-Training-Center/Training-Courses/Miami-Core-

DEC-Training/i-S9BJdtz/A  (14:23) 

Part 6:  http://www.awsmproductions.com/Miami-Police-Training-Center/Training-Courses/Miami-Core-

DEC-Training/i-Sn9fzSH/A  (7:33) 

This training may be accessed from National DEC’s website:  www.nationaldec.org 

All of us at National DEC would like to thank the Miami Police Department for their assistance in filming 
and hosting this training curriculum to make it available to practitioners throughout the country and in 

tribal communities.  

 

We welcome your comments and feedback about this on-line version of National DEC’s Core DEC 

Awareness Training.  For additional information about DEC training and resources please visit our 

website or email us at:  info@nationaldedc.org 
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